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6a. If not partition, what should Britain do? Britain’s concerns in 1939

Britain needed to keep the Palestinians happy — it didn’t want another Arab Revolt, especially with another world
war on the horizon. But what about Britain’s commitment to establishing a Jewish national home in Mandate
Palestine? This was needed more than ever before with so many Jews fleeing persecution in Nazi Germany

In small groups, read through Britain’s
concerns and answer these questions
in your books:

1. Why were concerns A, Band C
important to the British in 1939?

2. Was one of these concerns more
important than the others?

3. What should Britain do now?
Address what Britain should do
about Jewish immigration in your
answer

Concern A: Britain needed to keep the Palestinians happy - it didn’t want a repeat of the
Arab Revolt. The Arab Revolt had damaged buses, railways, oil pipelines and army posts
in Mandate Palestine. The British had to deploy 20,000 soldiers to restore order (and
unfortunately there were many incidents of brutality by British police and troops)

Concern B: War was looking increasingly likely now. Stability in Mandate Palestine and
the Middle East more broadly was vital for the British because this area was home to
important communication and supply lines, and oil! These things would be even more
important than usual in the event of a war, so Britain needed stability in Mandate
Palestine and the Middle East

Concern C: Britain had promised to help with the establishment of a homeland for the
Jews in Mandate Palestine. This promise had even been incorporated into the Mandate!
This was now more important than ever, particularly in light of the way Jews were being
treated in Nazi Germany





